
PRINTING POSTSCRIPT FILES
Postscript - The best method to create your PDF is to print your artwork out as a postscript fi le 
and convert it into a PDF through Acrobat Distiller. Below are some screen shots to help guide you 
through setting up a print preset in Indesign, most professional design packages work in a similar 
way. Setting up a print preset is a quick way of setting up a fi le for printing (either to a Postscript fi le 
for distilling or to a printing device) - it saves you entering repetitive information every time.
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Create a new preset Select ‘New’

Give your Print Style a name Paper Size should be 20mm bigger 
than the fi nished document size. In 
this example the document is A4. 
If your document isn’t A4 you can 
override this fi gure later. 
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Offset crop marks 3mm and ensure 
there is 3mm bleed.

Colour should be set to CMYK.

All images should be selected and 
complete fonts downloaded.

You should let the colour handling 
be controlled by the printer.
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Transparency Flattener should be set as high resolution. 
Then click ‘Save’ to save the Preset Settings.
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Once your artwork is complete, select 
File....Print...

Select the required Print Preset from 
the dropdown list. N.B. the printer 
driver may differ depending on your 
Distiller version.

Alter the paper size to be 20mm 
larger than your fi nished page size 
e.g. 230x317 for A4 (210x297mm) 
and 168 x230mm for A5 
(148x210mm).

Click ‘Save’ and pick a location to 
save your postscript fi le to.

Printing your Artwork Down - Once you have set up the preset within your software the only thing 
you should ever have to edit is the page size to be relevant to your document set-up.


